
Access information for BGM at Alliant Energy Center 
Updated as of June 1st 2026  
 
Arriving at the Market: 

●​ Alliant Energy Center has a large parking lot with multiple accessible parking spaces for 
people with disabilities. We also encourage folks who have not had access to getting a 
disability placard to park as close to the entrance as needed.  Parking in the Alliant 
Energy Center parking lot is free with your ticket on Friday night, but is $10 per car on 
Saturday and Sunday.  

●​ After purchasing parking at Alliant, they will give you a ticket that allows you same day 
re-entry if you decide to leave.  

●​ There are multiple large cracks in the asphalt of the parking lot and low depth potholes. 
While the parking lot is generally flat, it has uneven parts getting closer to the entrance. If 
walking on uneven asphalt is inaccessible and if you have someone with you who can 
park your car, if there is space we encourage driving up to the entrance where there is 
even sidewalk.   

●​ There are multiple curb ramps on the sidewalk leading up to the entrance.   
●​ Alliant Energy Center is accessible somewhat by public transit. The nearest stop has 

about a quarter mile walk to the entrance. 
●​ If you arrive are being dropped off (Uber, Lyft, shuttle, a friend/family) you can notify the 

parking staff and they will let you drive by for a drop off at no charge.  
●​ The front entrance has double doors, with an accessibility push button to automatically 

open the doors for both sets of doors. 
●​ Alliant Energy Center is ADA compliant. 

Inside Alliant Energy Center: 
●​ Upon entrance, you will need to pass through a metal detector and possibly be subject 

to a bag check. This is to prevent attendees from bringing in weapons. The metal 
detector will be staffed by Alliant Energy Center staff. They will be wearing yellow vests.  

●​ Event organizers/volunteers will be wearing neon pink lanyards. You will be able to find 
an organizer or volunteer at the welcome table in the lobby at almost all times of the 
market.  

●​ You can come in and out of the entrance if you need to leave for whatever reason, 
whether that be sensory, food, or because you are ready to leave. You will have to pass 
through the metal detector to re-enter.  

●​ The entrance lobby has hard flat flooring, and the vendor hall has hard flat cement 
flooring. The Mendota rooms have low pile carpet. 

●​ There is about a short block walk from the Mendota rooms to the vendor hall, which has 
multiple wide doors that will be open already.  

●​ The Mendota event rooms will have chairs in them. The chair/table orientation will 
change depending on the event. Please feel free to request to move chairs to make the 
space more accessible for mobility access needs. To request or inquire about space 
needs, please feel free to email thebiggaymarket@gmail.com.  
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●​ The Furry Fashion Show, Pageant Show, Drag Show, and Comedy Show will have ASL 
interpreters. To reserve/request seats closer to the interpreter, please email 
thebiggaymarket@gmail.com 

●​ The vendor hall has wide spaces (farther than 8 feet) between the booth clusters to 
navigate throughout the market. 

Bathrooms: 
●​ There will be gendered and all gender bathrooms in the vendor hall. The bathrooms will 

be in the back of the vendor hall, with large signs placed higher up on the wall above eye 
level for them. All bathrooms are large, with more than 5+ stalls. 

●​ There are wheelchair accessible stalls in the bathrooms, with rails installed on the walls.   
●​ The bathrooms have dimmer lighting than outside.   
●​ There will be additional all gender bathrooms near the Mendota rooms.  

First Aid: 
●​ Please feel free to reach out to the market organizers/volunteers wearing a neon pink 

lanyard if first aid is needed. You can also visit the Welcome Table in the lobby.  
●​ The Welcome table in the lobby will have a first aid kit, a variety of pain meds, and a 

variety of allergy meds.  
Covid Precautions: 

●​ To support our disabled vendors and attendees, Sunday June 21st, the last day of the 
market, will be mask required from 10am - 2pm. Surgical masks will be provided for 
attendees on Sunday, and will be available throughout the entire weekend at the 
welcome table near the entrance.  

Sensory Access: 
Sound: 

●​ Music will be playing at a light-medium volume, which will be played throughout the 
vendor hall. Music will not be blasting, and if the music becomes too loud please feel 
free to connect with the Welcome Table to request the music volume to be turned down.   

●​ Attendees often have conversations as they are walking around. We anticipate this to 
become more ambient noise, but there may be louder noises here and there.   

●​ There will be period announcements over the intercom that will be a bit louder than the 
music. 

●​ The Pageant Show, Comedy Show, Drag Bingo, and Drag Show will include amplified 
sound and possible loud noises. There will be ear plugs available at the Welcome Table.  

Lighting: 
●​ Alliant energy center has natural lighting coming through the windows of the entrance. 
●​ Additionally, the vendor hall has bright fluorescent overhead lights. The ceiling is very 

high, which dims the intensity of the lights a bit. Vendors additionally may have lighting 
within their booth.   

●​ The Mendota event rooms will have overhead fluorescent light that is not intensely harsh 
but is bright. The Furry Fashion Show, Pageant Show, Comedy Show, Drag Bingo, and 
Drag Show will include flashing lights.   

Smell: 
●​ This is not a fragrance free market. With this being said, the smells you can anticipate 

are food smells, candle smells from vendors, or fragrance smells. As the venue is large 



with high ceilings we do not anticipate very strong smells throughout the venue. We do 
encourage if you are sensitive to fragrances to wear a mask to the event to lessen the 
intensity of smells generally and those we cannot control.   

Seating: 
●​ Seating is available outside of the Mendota event rooms in addition to the seating in the 

rooms themselves. 
●​ There will be limited seating on benches in the lobby and outside the entrance of the 

venue.  
●​ Many tables and chairs will be available to use towards and across the back of the 

vendor hall near the concessions and gender neutral bathrooms. 
●​ Seating does not have arm rests, and are primarily plastic chairs .   

Substances:   
●​ Our event will have alcohol. Bar carts and alcoholic beverages will be visible from 

multiple points of the market. 
●​ We are unable to control any substances used prior to the market. With this being said, 

smoking will not be occurring inside of the market, though it may occur from a distance 
outside of the building. 

Food: 
●​ Concessions and food trucks will be open during the market. One or more of the food 

trucks will offer vegan and vegetarian options.  
●​ Many restaurants that have options for multiple dietary restrictions, that also have pick 

up options, are within 10-15 minute drives of Alliant Energy Center. 
●​ You can come in and out of the market to eat. 

 
 
This accessibility document has been created in large part by Rhiannon with Salt Star Co.  


